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87:01. . 755 hauls five Gorlitbuilt doubledeck coaches through track works between
Tel-Aviv and BeerSheva near KfatMenakhem; the new doublerack and less
sharply-curved alignment is almost ready for connection.  (Photo cesstof Shahar

Wiessman, IR Spokesman


mailto:Rothschild-Berlin@t-online.de

872.
trains will depart from KfaiSava station each
round hour + 40 minutes (XX:40), anfiom
BneiBrak station each round hour + 1 minute

EDITORIAL. (xx01). .
Trains to/from HaRishonim

) . RishonLe-Zion) station, will start/terminate at
Another Series draws to a closa bit delayed, alas, due to the usual personal factors affect 9_Aviv Savidor (Central) station

the Editor and the illness of a family member. But the work goes on, and we hope you will find the Trains from/to Modi'in Central station.
Renewal Form and use it wisely and well. There are tinmeswne wonders what effect the magazine h?)?iginally destined for KfaSava,  wil

in an age of Internet links, but it is somehow comforting to look at the folders with the copies of eamé?ﬁ%erminate at TeAviv Savidor (Central)

- it is quite amazing what even | find when rummaging through old issues to find some informaticgla on: traffic will return to regular on Thursday,
answer a query! And this is the pointne forgets, very quickly, and although recent issues have ten 410 09.

more towards the Present than the Past, this is partly because so much is happening at present but also

because within a few short years the detafilsvhich section of line was built or doubled or realignecém. BEER-SHEVA LINE WORKS.

when, and which level crossing was replaced by a bridge whéhsoon fade away, unless recorded: Between Monday, 26.10.09 and
This past quarter saw also the end of the slaor classic coaches in regular IR servitkere remain Wednesday, 28.10.09 the whole Teliv
hopes for some museum operation; How many readers of Harakevet in, say, ten years will ever rerﬂ%@@%heva line was closed to traffic, due to
that wonderful feeling of pulling down a vast glass window and leaning out of an &mp$f moving upgradng and doubldracking works to be carried
train on the old Jerusalem line to take plgophs? Or even of the ability to walk up to or along a railwat)/ut between Lod and Be&heva.

track and around a station without setting off security sensors! Times change and with it the whole art of Consequently, there were no services
Railway Enthusiasm. And the experience of a computer catastrophe has convincktdhisnadgeon tolfrom KiryatGat, Lehavim/Rahat, Be@heva
once again, if he ever needed convincing, of the wonderful ability of paper publications to remain rea\qut'l’?lumversity, BeeSheva Central, as well as
without expensive new software every three years. between BeeBheva and

There are welcome moves (involving a
of work for a few people) to publish Paul Cottere
(zl) last book in both English and, thanks to Ma
Frey and his team, in Germathe latter would includ
extra material linking both to ancient Biblical tusy
and upto-date developments. But it would
wonderful if these books could become availabl
2010, as a memorial to a man who inspired so ma
us with his enthusiasm and his standards.

The Editor.

87:03.
: Aerial photo of new Grade Separation at Kfar

Vitkin, opened on 25.12.2009. (Courtesy Shahar
Weissman, IR Spokesman)

87:04.

Dimona.

NEWS FROM THE LINE The Railways' Administration had

apologized for the temporary inconvenience to be
caused.
(). WORKS IN TEL AVIV AREA.

Announcements from the Isfail Co. Ltd. Facebook: During the last week of December 2009
,,Between Monday, 120109 and Wednesday, 22.10.09, the following night trains betwegtfe Lod- BeerSheva- Dimona line will be closed
Nahariya and BesGurion Airport and viceversa will be cancelled due to works to be carried over the traffic due to track infrastructure and

railway line by the Israeli Electrical Co.: development work as part of the doubling of the
Southbound: train No. 5 (normally startinglaty Ha-Mifratz at 00:21), and trains Nos. 9, 11,line; Works include wo temporary alignments in

and 15 (normally starting at Nahariya at 00:59, 01:59., and 02:59 respectively). order to enable construction of two bridges near
Northbound: trains Nos. 4, 6, 8, and 10 (normally starting at@enmon airport at 00:53., Kfar Menachem, a temporary alignment near

01:53., 02:53, and 03:53. accorgly). Yaritz (Na'an Junction) in order to build

Between Sunday, 25.10.09 at 14:00 p.m. and Wednesday, 28.10.09 (including)Akiy Fel infrastructure for a second track, and maintenance
Kfar-Sava line section between Byigriak and TelAviv University stations will be closed for traffic, due work on a railway bridge over the Wadi Hebam
to erecting an unddrack pedestrian passage at thadarYosef neighbourhood (west of BABrak the BeerSheva Dimona line.

station). The railways will provide bus shuttle services between-Bradi and TelAviv University From the close of traffic on Friday
stations coordinated with trairgrrivals/departures on the ,Filp and go' system. 15.01.2010 untl 04.00 on Sunday 17.01.10 the
The following changes witake place in trains traffic: Kiryat - Gat- Beer Sheva section of line was to be

Trains to/from KfarSava stations will start/terminate at Bf#ak and vice versa and operateclosed once more to allow for infrastructure works.
at reduced frequency, namely 1 train an hour (instead of 2 regularly) each direction;
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(iii) . FAILURES. Haifa, Hagit etc.). Until 2000 the firm now known As an integral part of efforts to improve
Two failures occurred on Sundayas Siemens Israel belonged to the Ziegler familpassenger services, several parking areas at railway
04.10.09 on two different trains and locations@nd now has turnover in the 2800M Euro range stations have been significantly increased,
causing chain reaction delays and traffisvith a range of products including electricalincluding special facilities for the disabled and
disruptions: switchgear cabinets. stands for bicycles. The aim is to encourage

A morning IC3Flexiliner d.m.u. which "One of the largest single exportPasenger to use the KiamdRide system, thus

departed from KiryaMotzkin had to be halted at deliveries from Austria to Israel has also takeriéducing traffic congestion, air pollution and
At (south of Haifa) due to a failure reported to theplace within the Siemens framework. These are trRecidents.

Central Control by an inspector. The train was hel87 railway carriages for the Israel State Railways. At Kiryat Shmuel (the western parking

for 40 minutes, then returned to HdfiCarmel They are actually built at the Prague carriagarea adjacent to Kiryat Motzkin station) the access
station, where passengers were transferred to tmerks, but they receivecomponents made in road has been widened and 200 places added at a
next train, thus being &bto continue to TeAviv.  Vienna and Graz and are sold through the Austriacost of ca. $88,000 - fully financed by the
branch. The coaches are externally complete, bRailways but designed, built and to be maintained

Unfortunately, this caused severe

overcrowding to an already overcrowded traint,heir interiors are fitted once they have made thby the Haifa Municipality. This side of the parking

typical of Sundays but with additional heavy traffictrip across the Mediter.ranean. Sigmens has hiregea belongs to Haifa.)

due to the Sukkot sermiolidays. The Railways' halls from the Israel Railways for gwork, and 60 At Netanya an eastern parking area has

administrations explained that the solution ha§MPloyees there ensure that the relevant ‘locgken built with space for 300 cars and a convenient

been the only available one; They had apologizetPntent’ in the contract is indeed provided. 60 Oiccess gad. Additionally places have been

and the station staff had provided the passengdf$ coaches have been delivered so far, and gfepared for both bus and taxi stations. Ths was

with bottles of cold water. used on the nortiouth line from Nahariyya to financed jointly by Netanya Municipality and the
Several hours later, while an emptyBeersheba. The contract should be completed ¥ajlways, but built and maintained by the

. ) the end of this year, and then Eliezer Tokman (heagunicipality. Cost was
Alstom push{pull train was on |.ts way from Lod tc)of Siemendsrael) will at least provisionally close b 1.62M
Tel-Aviv Savidor (Central) station, the &dr was down his team of erectors. unless there is g out $1.62M.
informed of a fire that had broken out in the POWer  w-on contract. "The need is there, for around At Hadera West space for cars has been
car/driving trailer located at the rear. The driver ) ' Increased from 110 to 330, a new bicycle lane as

; . . another 100 coaches", says the CEO. "But it is not ; ) .
stopped the train at the Fakiv South training yetcertain whether the Railways will order thes,e."WeII as bicycle parking areas have been added in

centre, accessible for fifeghting vehicles; traffic ) ) .. addition to parking areas for buses, an area
returned to normal by 16:30. ,[AS an aside, a‘nother side of the firm is repared for a bus station, and an area for
(i) AL JERUSALEM LINE, revealed in ,Private Eye' No. 1247 (29.10.2009 roppingoff passengers (KisandRide'). This

From a press release of 11.10.00 by-Ré p.31 in an article about corruption accusaution%roject was fully designed and financed by the

against certain large or multinational companies‘Ra”Ways but built by Netiveiyalon and will be
Co. Ltd.: mainly British Aeropace, in which it is noted that | ... .4 by the Hadera Municipality. Works on

The railways have announced todayn December 2008 Siemens paid a fine lighting, enlargment of the access road and other
the selection of the ,Hofréilasharon' company as of $450M in the USA and $350M to the upgrading is still uncompleted. The projéat this

the winner for implementing the tender of boringsecyrities and Exchange Commission, plus $569)arking area is relatively complex, since works
the eastern tunnels on the Al fast rail link 1q, settle a prosecution in Munich. Eyatering have to be integrated with the nearby grade
Jerusalem, at a cost of $171 Million; works are tgg,res.  Siemens ,fessed up to paying bribeseparation still under construction.
start soon and include: around the globe totalling _

Tunnel No. 3A planned west of Cedarmqre than $1.4 Billion....  Siemens did not At Yavne East the parking area has
Valley and north of Mevasserderusalem (west of plead guilty to bribery and was never chargéth been expanded by 60 places and linked (at the
the city), consists of twithored tunnels 800m long request of the Yavne Municipality) &n adjacent

with an elliptical closed crossection. 't_; |n§tead it plgaded guilty to bad bookkeeping open area also suitable for overflow parking.
violating the internal controls and books and

~ Tunnel No. 4, planned east of the Cedafecords provisions of the Foreign Corrupt Practices The Railways are additionally
VaIIety, fltg vlzssternGeng 'S urljdir Flfhwadeo'tlACt----"] upgrading parking facilities at Beit Yehoshua,
(west of Sakharov Gardensind its other end is a (vi). NETWORKING TRAIN. Ashdod AdHalom and Modi'in Central stations.

the entrance to the city within the new station now
under construction (between Binyanei Ha'Uma ’ -
congress hall and Egged Central Bus Station) at@!Mey of a ‘Networking Train" &k place- |
depth of 80m under street level. This tunnel i§ovided a special ‘Networking Car'. During the On 2210.09 an extraordinary
2.9km long, singlbored doublerack at its Journey, which started in the north, variouscooperation wasannounced to the publiethe
western end, but splitting at its eastern section infSinessmen from the north an centre of thgjeprew University and the Israel Railways will
twin bores 340m long and with a cresaction of Ccountry boarded the train and 'speed meetingR;inly arrange for ‘Lecturers on Railsa series of
400 sq.m. each, leading to the station halls. were held, as well as tasting and testing varioUgcryres to be given by the university's senior
Also planned on this section is bridge.pmdUCts all with the aim of stimulating business tgachers, so that the passengers will be able to
No. 10 between the two tunnels (Nos. 3A and 4)' the south. enjoy not just a safe jourpédut an interesting and
The train arrived in the afternoon atstimulating lecture.
90m; the bridge is not included in the works to b@€eFSheva, where at the Hotel Leonardo a further

On Tuesday 13.10.2009 the ;rSt(viii).LECTURERSON RAILS.

and over tk Cedar Valley at a maximum height of

carried out by the winner.” networking event took place, with the participation ~ This is free of charge but requires early
of 200 businessmen, 70 of them from the south dggistration. The first lecture was to take place on
(v). SIEMENS COACHES. the county. Wednesday 04.11.09 on the train departing

In the magazine "Die Gemeinde" of the Modi'in Central at 09.04 and arriving Tel Aviv

‘;Z‘(’)V;Sh C;;”:anz Z:ti\éllsn:sc’)u::g'meeii Ic;(r:goetl)‘erTal EFAI, greeted the participants and thanked th§"’“’idor 10.26, to be giverh)y Prof. Hanoch
pp.c2t. organisers Bizmakebiz, adding that the aim is tPOtTeund, the former President of Hebrew

which "since a few months ago comes under thlr%ake BeetSheva into the southern capital for suctNiVersity, and entitled "The Spiritual Heritage of
responsibility of the the Viennese Regional Albert Einstein'.

The Deputy Mayor of BeeBheva, Mr.

king.
Holding concern of this international giant."m:f'twOr ng
(Hence its relevance). The article, by Reinhardill- PARKING IMPROVEMENTS. On 16.12.09 passengers on train 50
Engel, describes the extent to which Siemens From an IR press elease of which departed Modi'in Central at 09.04 enjoyed a
turbines povide electric power in Israel (in Gezer,19.10.09: lecture from Prof. Yeshayahu Gafni
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on the war of the Maccabees against the ,Greekrse‘spectlvely. On these three days trains betwedBeersheva quickly and comfortably, thus also

which took place over 2,000 years ago and bega;I;FI Aviv and Nahariyya would also terminate atincreasing their employment possibilities.

around Modiin. This was the middle of theHalfa Central the 8, thus leaving Lev HaMifratz,

Chanukah festival, which commemorates thié—| utzot HaMifratz, Kiryat Haim, Kiryat Motan,

Akko and Nahariyya closed for traffic. Traffic (xvi). SPECIAL OFFERS.

The two Tenders are listedlbw.

conflict.
. CUSTOMER SATISEACTION would return to-normal.on Thursday 12.11.09. The The Railways are currently undertaking
SDEJIIQVEY works included: replacing double track at Kishongg, e 5| efforts to encourage the public to use rail.

|r75.ta|||ng a t“"“?‘_“ on the new allgnment of theOrganised groups of over 20 people, boarding and
On Wednesday 21.10.09 'The Marker' siding to the fertl.llzer fagtory, dlsmqntllng an OIddisembarking at the same stations, will enjoy a
one of Israel's most important economic journalstumoqt’ performing hqr{zontal boring at level 50% fares reduction, provided that icetis given
announced that according to a survey by the Isragfossing No. 55, repainng .the asphqlt at Ieve172 hours before desired departure time. This travel
Marketing test Institute regarding the experience quoss!ng No. 41,.cl.ean|ng ,d'tChes' cutting Weedsat reduced fares is possible between Sundays and
customers on different public transport modes, thgleaning and painting stations. When CompIEteg"hursdays all day except 0600 and
Railways came first with a final average of 8.1 ou@700m of track ,W" be on a new allgnment a”d, Of16.0019.00, excluding Fridays, Saturday nights
of 10; thus beating the two biggest bus operatorlg‘proved quality. Tk works were carried out in and holidays.

Dan and Egged. This success repeats the Sim”%gllaboration with'Yefe Nof and National Rgads i) GREEN
results from last year. Company, and will enable the latter to build a(xVii). GREEN.

(x). PRIVATE CHARTERS planned Krayot ByPass road. Transportation Today and Tomorrow

- The Beit Shemeshlerusalem Malcha ©Organised on 25.11.2009 a conference entitled
On Sunday 25.10.09 the Railwayssection would be closed for traffic on Friday 13.11Arriving at Work on Green 4', which refers to

announced a new marketingitiative - hiring a  from 00.01 to 6.00. Consequently all trains would e€mployees of large companies who are encouraged

train for a private journey! The advantages are: Agart/terminate at Beit Shemesh, with no service #9 use rail (and other ‘green' modes of

common journey for up to 800 passengers on oNgrusalem Zoo or Malcha. Traffic should return tdransportation) to get to work.

train;  comfortable seating with tables; thenormal by Saturday night 14.11. The works includeyyiiiy . ATLIT BRIDGE.

possibility of holding a variety of group activities; ypgrading level crossing No. 225 by replacing -

toilets and electrical sockets in eacdr; and the concrete slabs with bber 'Strail ones, and From an IR press release of
passengers enjoy security services during thgygrading the line's structure. 23.11.2009: A new grade separation consisting of a
whole journey! road bridge over the Télviv - Haifa main line has

(xiv). ASHDOD AD-HALOM STATION  opened south of Atlit. The $7.9 M. project

(it will be interesting to see what sort of NAMING. connects road No. 7110 with the main Road No. 2
timetabling restrictions would apply, but of course

Tel-Aviv - Haifa) running east of the main line,
the continuous doubling of lines has led to a great On 29.10.2009 a ceremony took placd ) 9 .
. . ) e t Ashdod AdHal tati : f and serves the people of Neve Yam, Atlit, a nearby
increase in capacity and flexittyi Ed.] a Ashdo alom station, 1n-memory. o industrial zone, a water park as well as the coast
General (Retd.) Moshe B#wkhba, (known as ’ . . - '
(xi). MUSEUM JOINT VENTURE. 'Brill), who was the General Managef Israel and a naval basell without suffering from traffic

giailways in 1991992 and died suddenly due to adisruption caused by the frequent passing of trains.

On 01.11.09 the Railways announced ; . -
gbeart attack. The station will bear his name fronfxix) . ROLL ING STOCK MAINTENANCE.

special benefit for passengers to Nahariyya; tho

wishing to visit the Holocaust Museum at KibbutzthIS day. Yitzhak Harel is proposing what
Lohamei HaGetaot (‘the Ghetto Fighters’) can gaifxy), NEW SOUTHERN LINE. amounts to a revolution in rollingtock
free entry on production of a rail ticket valid on the maintenance by proposing three new hubs in the
day of the vit. This does not however include the On 09.11.2009 a press release Wag, i of |srael. in BeeBheva and Ashkelon for

bus ride from Nahariyya (the nearest station). ~ issued by the Transport & Road Safety Ministryy,sqenger carriages and in Dimona for freight

. - _»Good news for hundreds of thousands of citizeng, ;¢ in additin to the existing centres in Haifa
[Aharon Gazit adds: Ironically there is of Southern Israel as Minister Yisrael Katz, 4 Lod

no combined ticket to visit the Railway Museum agnnounced that IR had published the first two

Haifa East station! Nor is it accessible by trainTenders for the building of the nelime between The centre in Dimona is planned to be
since no public trains call éne!] Ashkelon, Sderot, Netivot, Ofakim and Beerconstructed together with the Israel Chemical Co.,
. ) i oich owns a fleet of ore wagons. The main idea
(xii) . FOOTBALL SPECIALS, ;2?;;&2?2 fefer 1o the section between Yai,gqto outsource the maintenance activities which
On 03.11.2009 IR provided special . currently amount to $6M aear; this however
addtional trains from Bnei Berak station for the'Velivot, ata cost of $107M. would require the agreement of the workers' union.
fans watching the Maccabi Haifduventus game; Although only a single track will be laid "€ Planned centres may create hundreds of new

the trains again used the *ilp-andgo system, at the present time, to save costs, the infrastructui@Ps in the South, where they are badly needed.

and called at Netanya, Hadgra West, Bimjna, il be built from the outset for double track, o0 (xx). MORE ROLLING STOCK ORDERS.
Hof Carmel, BatGalim, Haifa Centralthe 8, save extra costs and complications at a later stage."

Hutzot HaMifratz, Kiryat Motzkin, Akko and Mr. Harel is also checking the

Nahariyya; the first was due to depart at 00.35. The energetic minister explained thatpossibility of purchasing four further trains of
publication of the tenders had been enabled thankingledeck push/pull coaches from Siemens, in

(xiii)) . CONSTRUCTION WORKS. to an agreement signed at the end of the weelddition to the 87 coaches which the company is

During November 2009 the following between the Transport and Rlo8afety Ministry, committed to supplying by the end of 2009. A
line-closures were due to take place to enabithe Finance Ministry and IsiRail Co. Ltd. Katz report by Aharon Gazit indicates @8.01.2010
infrastructure works, and thus train schedule§as also instructed the Railways to reduce the tinthat negotiations between IR and Siemens had
would be affected. for constructing the 60km. line at an overall cost obroken down due to IR's request that Siemens

$535M. Additional tenders will soon be publishedincrease the penalty for late delivery from 7.5% to

) Katz also told th thah I 15% of the total deal value. Siemens had at this
Wednesday 11.09 23.59, the section between atz aiso told Ihe press thah® line, it gelivered 81 of the 87 coaches ordered, but

Haifa Central the 8 and Nahariyya would be closewhich will also be used by freight trains, will o\ agree the increased penalty clause.
for traffic. Consequently the last two trains fromchange the whole image of the area by enab“n@onsequently IR considered asking

Modi'in on the SundayNos. 196 & 198) would People to reach both Tel Aviv and

terminate at Haifa Central at 00.02 and 00.57

- Monday  09.11.09001 to
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Bombardier t v at th liest ilable d tdo little to resolve the lack of public transportationThe media advisor for Transportation Minister
ombar |er' 0 supply at the earlies é_wal able Aald e north. Yisrael Katz told Haaretthat ,a light rail has more
four more sixcar doubledeck sets; this however . . .
) ) . . . ) _stops, which slows it down and makes it less
would require especial approval from thimance Steinitz poited out that although both projects will

Minuistrv f tendered hasi ‘ timated NIS 3.5 bill liaht rail Idattractive for the residents of the North. Maybe in
inuistry for nontendered purchasing. cost an estimate 5 billion, a light rail would, . ¢+ - the Arab residents will get shuttles” to

The Railways also await the approvalserve three times as many passengers. the stations along Highway 85."
of the Finance Ministry for publishing tenders for Local council heads in the north have
15 new dieseklectric locos and 74 doubtieck long been calling for a railway to connect towns to
push/pull coaches (consisting of 1-24r sets, each larger cities, which would allomew people to the decisiormaking process were heads of Arab
of five trailers andone power car/driving trailer, enter the labor force. The ministers’ agreement fgwns and villages. ,Nobody talked to me or to
and two reserve power cars.) promote the railway was welcomed by Jewish localther Arab council heads about it," said

Later these tenders were issued: councils. However, this would come at the expensgiuhammad Mana, head of the Majdal Krum local

of a plan drafted by Haifa municipal company Yafezouncil. He estimates unemployment is 30 percent
Tender No. MC/RC/02/09. For the Nof, at the request of the Transportatiinistry. in his district. ,All I knaw is that they'll be taking

Supply of Diesel Electric Locomotives.,The = The Yafe Nof plan would use the railway budget tgyr lands without considering our needs."

manufacture and supply of new Diesel Electriget up a network of light rails that would serve a
Locos, with an option to be exercisdd@R's sole considerably larger proportion of the Galilee And from the ,(Jerusalem Post'

discretion, to purchase additional locos, during Bopulation. The proposed network would have §86.11.2009:, Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz
period of five years, which may be extended by aiops, and would encompass Shfaram, |b|i,{:’1nnounced Thursday that the planned railway

Notably absent from

additional period of up to seven years. The initiaﬁ-amra, Naareth, Majdal Krum and others. between Akko and Karmiel will be a heavy rail
purchase shall be for Fifteen locos. Bids by . _route. Katz bose heavy rail over the alternative
24.03.2010." Supporters of the plan point out that ItIight rail option that was discussed because he

would not necessitate confiscation of Arab IandsEStimated it would better serve the residents of the

north. The route will be made up of a-Ritometre
track that runs parallel to highway 85. Two stops
are planned aloniie tracks, one in Achiyehud and

Tender No. MC/RC/03/09- For the g5 the light rail would run along Highway 85. In
Supply of DoubleDeck Push/Pull Coaches o ¢onrast, building a full railway would entail
include "DoubleDeck Trailer coaches, Trailer confiscating 500 acres of land ownéy Arab
coaches with facilities for people with reduce i
mobility. and Power Coacheps ('Enits‘) suitable f;’towns alc.mg. the Af:l@armlel road. It W°“'F’ also yhe other at the entrance to Karmiel. The cost of the
Ys fnvolve digging a fivekilometer tunnel, setting up . . ) d be NIS 2 Bill d th
operation on railway track in Israel i . project is estimated to be NIS 2 Bilion and the
p Yy three new interchanges and finding a way to avo'Sroposed deadline is 2014. After the track is
as specified in the techricspecification......... damage to ancient graves in the aredich alone

d hold th ? ; | completed, it will take passengers an hour and fifty
discretion, to purchase additional Units. ISR shaﬁ' P 9 Lhid that choosing the heavy rail option made it

be entitled to order Units during a period of five}’:s; Zl:;kl; U:I'I;’t;ut‘g Eﬁizomffr?élg;&Ittt:zseéinldﬁossible to continue the track northwards, towards
years, which may be extended by an additional g ' PEOPsafed and Kiryat Shmona."

beriod of up to seven years. Initial pursbavill be in those villages won't be able to use the train
) . . n re even planned theresdi XXiii). MORE POLITICAL STRESS
for a total of seventjour Units. Bids by because no stops are even planned theresaide — (Xxii)

BETWEEN TRANSPORT MINISTRY AND

" The railway is supported by Carmiel
25.03.2010. . y .pp‘ y ISRAEL RAILWAYS: Moshe Lichtman and
(xxi) . TUNNELLING UNDER Mayor Adi Eldar, who said it would enable i Barkat. (f J | Post 24.12.2009
JERUSALEM connecting to Kiryat Shmona and the northernmoé%mlram arkat. (from Jerusalem Post 24.12. ):
= panhandle of the Galilee in the future. ,If they set Minister of Transport Israel Katz has

Lew Seltzer has written earlier this  up a light rail instead, the people of Kiryat Shmonanitiated a plan to take away Israel
year: ,A neighbor of mine was working on plans Vil be waiting for the train for another 100 years,”Railways'responsibility to plan and build new
connect the new underground railway terminal df€ Said. ,Only a train can link Carmiel to the centrgailway lines. The initiative appears in the
the Jerusalem city entrance to the Malcha railwa§f the country in an hour and 15 minutes. Israghinister's new transportation developmenanp
terminal, with at least one stop at Kikar TzionR@ilway already planned the line and I support thghat will be submitted to the cabinet for approval in
(Zion Square) in the centre of Jerusalem. Thiglinisters’ decision,” he said. two weeks. Katz coordinated the NIS 42 Billion
would be simlar to the Parisian RER. The majority When asked why the railway planddi transportation development plan with National
of this line would be underground. | don't know if itnot take into account Arab residents, the MayofEconomics Council chairman Ori Yogev, and it has
will ever be built, but the plans were made."  said, ,A light rail would have to stop at dozens of?® support of Prime ~Minister ~Benjamin
(XXII) POLITICAL ARGUMENTS OVER stations, including Tamra, Shfaram and Iblin. Thié\IEtanya_hu' Howevethe Ministry Of_Finance has
LIGHT RAIL VERSUS HEAVY RAIL IN would only prolong the joumey for Carmiel Féservations to the plan, and Katz intends to have

JEZREEL  VALLEY. (From  ,Ha‘aretz residents. If they want train service over there, theije -cabinet force the ministry to allocate the
14.12.2009) can ®t up their own separate light rail network.” funding.
A plan for a light rail that would Other sources confirmed that the train The reason for taking away Israel

connect Arab towns in the Galilee to Acre andvould be faster than a light rail. Light rails canRailway's responsibility for planning and building
Carmiel was scrapped by the transportatioffavel at up to 90 kilometres per hour, they saidjyew railway lines is its problertia track record
minister and the minister for the development ofvhile trains can go up to 120 kilometres per houand cost overruns. The higeed Tel Aviv-
the Negev and Galilee, Haaretz has learnedBUt apart from sped, the train really doesn't haveJerusalem line, for example, is costing billions of
Instead, the ministers are seeing an amjirtrain  any advantages over the light rail. They even coshekels more than planned. Israel Railways CEO
line operated by Israel Railways, which would noth® same,” one of the sources said. Yafe Nof said ¥itzhak Harel told ,Globes" that he suggested to
make a single stop in important Arab areas. response that modern light rails can travel at speedogev that the company should no longer be
of up to 120 kilometers per hour. regponsible for building new railway lines. He said

o The railway plan is backed by Prime Sources in the office of thainister for 12t the company had enough work through 2018
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who intends to on projects already underway. ,It was clear to me

ing i ; he Negev and Galilee, Silvan Shalom, said that he . -
bring it to a cabinet vote over the next few weekd! 9 that the work had to be shared if the vision to

; ini ini iacti had long opposed the light rail plan, as he thought it . . o
Finance Minister Yual Steinitz enthusiastically 9 Opposec g9 p : 9 expand the railway network in such a short time is
supports the light rail project. According toWas better to build a track than can link up with

Finance Ministry sources, Steinitz has said ifdiryat Shmona. :)c;;gcrtesacl)l\rf;. t'lc')hats why | recommended handing
internal discussions that an ordinary railway would
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Israel National Roads Company Ltd. and to Cros$.4%. From 01.01.2010 also, the combinedPreserved or still in existence: 4.

Israel Highway Company." 'Rail/Egged' tickets will be withdrawn on the TelKishon Works awaiting Scrap: 14.

The railway lines in question include aAviv - Hod Hasharon, Hod Hearon - Rosh Kishon Waks, Withdrawn: 8.
two-track line between Hadera and Lod along thBaAyin and DimonaBeerSheva routes. Tel Aviv South station, awaiting Scrap: 3.
route of Road 6 (the Crodsrael Highway), the Tel Aviv South station, Withdrawn: 23.
Acre - Carmiel and Carmiel (xxvii) . KFAR VITKIN GRADE Lod, awaiting Scrap: 1.
- Kiryat Shmona line, the new Jezreel Valley lineSEPARATION. Already Scrapped: 26.
from Haifa to Afula and Beit She'an, Afula On 25.12.2009 the grade separation No.

- Tiberias, Hadera Afula, and BeersheveEilat. 23 near Kfar Vitkin station (on the Tel AviHaifa  87:05.
The cost of these lines is estimatedNiS 24 main line between Netanya and Hadera West) was
billion. Ministry of Finance sources said inopened at a cost of $M. This is a part of
response that the ministry was not a party in thignprovements to eastest Road No. 5720 which TENDERS.

preparation of the transportation developmeninks northsouth main roads Nos. 2 and 4 andi). Tender No. HN/KB/1/09: Double
plan, and that it had not yet formulated its positiomieplaces a problematic level crossing which hagacking and Upgrading works on the

on it. A source said, ,We've only seen &xisted here for 56 years. section Akko - Nahariyya, between km.
presentatio, but not the staff work with targets and The project involved building a 105m 21.400 and _km. 28.900. Works include:
timetables. We therefore cannot comment on theridge, two ramps, traffic reowlabouts and other preparation, earthworks, paving of roads
reports.” , infrastructure. and tracks at level crossings, drainage,
supporting walls, lighting, signalling and
(xxiv). FINANCIAL REVOLUTION - (xxviii) . OVERCROWDING. communications, irrigation and gardening.
PAYMENT BY RESULTS. 'Haaretz' 19.11.2009 had a fplhge The tender includes two component-

A financial revolution will affect Israel feature (p. 7) on problems of overcrowding on IRNo. 1 Works at constant and fixed price,
Railways; during 2010 the annual subsidy given ttrains- the problems being of course exacerbated afo. 2 Other Works not included in No. 1.
the Railways will cease and will be replaced by @eak periodsSunday mornings when soldiers andmplementation time is 20 months and bids
subsidy based upon the levels of service providediudentsare on their way from their weekends atare due by 22.11.09.
including punctuality, cleanliness of stations andiome, in addition to the regular commuters.
rolling stok, passenger satisfaction and thelournalists travelled by the 07.57 Modkifel (i). Tender No. TC/MT/06/09. Planning
number of monthly season tickets sold annualhAviv, 08.29 BeeiSheva- Tel Aviv, 07.58 Lod and Design Services for the new Railway
-these indicate increased passenger traffic andTal Aviv ("like canned pickles"), 08.19 HaifaTel =~ Administration Complex at L od Station.
transfer from private car to rail, thus reducingAviv, 07.30 JerusalemTel Aviv, and commented These to include: Initial design work and final
congestion, road accidents and pollution. on the reactions of passengers. IR gave a formdésign, detailed design, plans prepared for

Also to be taken into account wile the  response, pointing to the plans for further rollingmplementation with all the required legal
Railways' ability to increase freight traffic andstock acquisitions and the problems caused by approvals. Time for detailed design: 9 months;

remove lorries from the roadsteps are already 10% rise in ridership each year. Bids by 19.11.09.

being taken to add tracks at Ashdod and Haifa

Ports to enable more direct transport by rail. Theqgxix) . LEVEL CROSSING ACCIDENT. (iii) . Tender No. MS/RC/2009/19. Operating a
changes result from ideas of Yitzhak Harel and On Sunday 27.12.2009 a private caTaxi Service at Tel Aviv Savidor (Central)

Messrs. Lang and Adiri of the Finance Ministry'sbroke through the barrier arms at a level crossingtation. The contract is for 12 months with
Budget Dept. Eventually the Railways wil benorth of Kiryat Gat on the Beheva line where  optional extension of up to additional 24 months.
treated as a purely commercial unit within thea grade separation is currently under constructiolids by 24.11.2009.

Transport Ministry, and should all the parameterén approaching train was only 20m away and hit

be fulfilled the revenue will rise. A new Salariesthe car, dragging some 400 metres. The car wag(iv).__Tender No. HN/KB/11/09. Track
agreement will als be prepared soon, wherebycut into two and the driver killed; there were nolnfrastructure work s for the new doubletrack
those who joined the company before 2003 wiltasualties on the train. Normal traffic was resumeline between Yad Mordechai and Netivot,

enjoy a 4% rise in salary, those who joined afteafter between km. 0.000 and 21.400.

2003 a 6% rise. The aim is to encourage youngé0.00. To include: Preparatory and dismantling work,

people to joiin the railway service. nature rescue, moving systems including
A press release of 30.12.2009 reporte@xxx) . FATE OF OLD COACHES. communications lines, infrastructure works for

that the Finance Ministry's Accountareneral All loco-hauled slandoor coaches were tracks, roads, service andgricultural roads;

and the General Managers of the Transport &ithdrawn from regular IR passenger seev Earthworks, excavation and filling, including

Roads Safety Ministry and Israel Railways hadhith effect from 17.09.2009. A Summary transportation of surplus soil to approved disposal

signed the agreement, which is due to last for 8f the status of this stock as at 25.11.2009 has beéites; track structure including roadbed and ballast
years. For the first time in the history ofreceived from Steve Tish. (See his article in ,Note@yer, fences and gates, drainage, embankments
governmenowned companies the siby will be & Comments.) The following were purchased nevand slopes stabilisation, concrete llwaand

calculated on a purely commercial basis. or secontand by Israel Railways: supporting walls including piled walls, earth
Boris Kidric (Metalka) Total 43. anchors, covering walls with styled stone, bridges,

(xxv). ASBESTOS REMOVAL. British Railways (purchased 2rbiand): Total culverts, underbridges for agricultural access,
IR has recently started work to removesg, concrete channels, area development, gardening

waste asbestos from the area around the tracgsrel Fouche : Total 14. and irrigating along the whole alignment, roads

north of Nahariya station and along the coast. Thisarel Fouche (purchased 2#nd from and jurctions, lighting, temporary traffic

is the result of a request by the Ewviment SNCF): Total 8. arrangements, including signage and marking

Ministry, and IR are the first public body toEsslingen & Linke Hoffmann Busch: safety devices.

undertake such works. This covers an area of abo@efurbished from Railcar sets.) Total 7. Orenstein The tender includes the following

1 acre and will cost & Koppel: Total 8. structures:

$263,000. Therefore a total of 89 coaches were (). Track infrastructure works

(xxvi) . FARE RISES. operated in the period 9.1958.2009- over (ii).  Bridging works at Wadi Oved.

From the beginning of January 201054 years albeit not all at the same time. At
ticket prices will rise in accord with the Transport25:11.2009 there were:
Ministry's policy - the average increase will beHaifa, Withdrawn: 10.
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(iif). Railway bridge over Wadi Rabia. (iX). Tender No. MS/RC/2009/21. increasing the number of employees at works sites

(iv). Road bridges at km. 7.525. Permission to operate NorFood Selling in order to raise the tempo to enable operabf
(v). Aroad bridge at km. 8.425. Points: At the following stations, with the the line on the (new) target date of 08.10.10,
(vi). An access road to Kibbutz Nir Am. area available: clarifying that this is expected from Alstom as a

(vii). Railway bridge over Road No. 232. Tel-Aviv Hashalom: 24 sq.m.; Petah Tikvapartner in the CityPass group. Mr. Katz stated
(viii) . Railway bridge over Wadi Hanun. Kiryat-Arieh: 16.5 sq.m.; Modi'in Central 34 further that he will not permit any further delays in

(ix). Railway bridge over Road No. 25. sg.m.; Acre 22 sg. m.; Télviv Savidor / Centra: the project, due to the implications that this migh
(x). Agricultural underpass for UA8. 64 sg.m. consisting of two sites of 32 sq. m.have on other Israeli rail projects."
(xi). Agricultural underpass for UAE. divided by a wall. The contract is for 36 months At present CityPass has completed
(xii). Culverts. with optional extensions of up to additional 24laying of about 12km. of the whole length of
(xiii) . Supporting walls. months. Bids by 21.12.2009. 13.9km., the remainder being of about 1.8km. at
(xiv) Communication infrastructure works for Pisgat Ze'ev in northern Jerusalem,
Bezeq, Cellcom, Parner and cables. (X). Tender No. HN/KB/O8/09: Double and at Nablus Gate (Old City Walljhese
(xv). Various works. tracking and upgrading works on the Lodshould becompleted within the next few weeks.
Implementation time is 36 months, bids byr Naan jundbn section. Tender No. 1. Meanwhile the Knesset Economics
24.12.2009. Works include: track infrastructure works, Committee has approved traffic regulations in

roads, service/agricultural ways, preparatoryreparation for the test run some time in November
(v). Tender No. HN/KB/13/09. Construction and dismantling works, rescue of naturaboog, in order to check the system's reliability and
of Two Railway Bridges over Wadi Shikma Pprotected  sites, moving of  systems,ntegration with other transport male
and Wadi Bohu, as well as infrastructure e€arthworks - excavating and filling, track

works for double track near these bridges Structure including roadbed and ballast (ii). FINAL STRETCH.
on_the Ashkelon - Beer Sheva line, between layer, fences and gates, concrete, supporting
km. 4.525 and 5.100, and 21.400 and Wwalls, walling, acoustic walls, preparatory ,Jerusalemites need to brace

22.075. Works include: Preparatory and Works for undetrack passages, culverts,themselves for light rail's final stretch”, by RON
dismantling works including trees, earthworksconcrete — channels,  drainage,  gardeningRIEDMAN, ,Jerusalem Post', Oct. 31, 2009.
including test excavation, refling, tamping, and landscape architecture, pavement ofyith the infrastructure nearly complete for the
concrete works; railway bridges with allroads and sidewalks, raiy communication Jerusalem light rail system, the Knesset Finance
their components, passage & access platdgfrastructure works, arrangements of levelcommittee has given a green light for Citypass, its
drainage, sealing, locksmith work, bridgecrossings, moving of existing infrastructuresgperator, to start the next stage for the much

foundations, security rooms, concrete worksand traffic arrangement. anticipated and much maligned project. In two
electricity and communications for securityThe tender includes the following 6 structures:  months, capil residents will start seeing trains
rooms; infrastructure works for electricity Structure No.1: Track infrastructure works. chugging along the tracks as the project enters its
and communications for bridge's securityStructure No. 2: Preparatory works for untfack  yearlong testing and commissioning phase, when
and electricity and communications systemspassages. all the rails and cars are to be meticulously
rearranging the gorges of the Wadis Shikm&tructure No. 3: Optional: a steel overhead examined, the operating controls worked out and
and Bohu, track infrastructure, includingpPedestrian bridge at Lod station. Structure No. 4: the train's integratiom city traffic perfected.
ballast layer; railway communications works,Optional: an undetrack pedestrian passage at Earlier this week, Citypass sent
landscape architecture, including gardenindramLod ifterchange area. transportation reporters to France to see how, the
and irrigating, covering slopes, stone worksstructure No. 5: Optional: arranging level crossingrains operated in Paris and in the northwestern city
bridge piers, irrigation, rearranging andNo. 208. Structure No. 6: various works. of Angers, population nearly 160,000. The tour
enlarging road No. 34, temporary safetymplementation time: between 16 and 20 monthshighlighted the need for increased municipal
works and traffic arrangements, and variousatest bidding date: 09.11.09 involvement and improved community
additional works. outreach.

The tender is divided: (xi). Tender No. MS/TH/MT: Surveys and ,The testing and commissioning phase

(i) A13 - railway bridge over the Wadi checking services for railwaybridges. The s often the period that people find most
Shikma. services will be provided for three areasiystrating," said Emmanuel Fargues, product line

(ii). A8 - railway bridge over the No. 1; Coast line; No.2: Central; No. 3:gtrateqgy director for Alstom, the train's French
Wadi Bohu. South. The services will be provided by threesg owner and the company tharge of supplying

(iii) . Various works. different winning bidders, one for each areaine cars and conducting the testing phase. ,For

Implementation time: 24 months. The contract is for 12 months with optionalthem it's like seeing the promised land and not
Bids by 29.12.2009. extensions of up to adinal 24 months. peing allowed to enter."

Latest bidding date: 17.11.09. Alstom, the world's second largest

(vi). Tender No. TM/KB/02/09. Framework supplier of trams, has experience in light rail
agreement _for _Flush _Butt Welding of 87:06. projects in 32 cities aroundheé world and knows
UIC54 and/or UIC60 rails, including use that the eighto-12-month period it takes to
of a Mobile Flash Butt Welding Machine. complete the final stage before launching can be
Agreement is for 24 months with optional I—IGHT RA”— the most difficult. Fargues said that people often

extensions of up to additional 36 months. don't understand that though the system appears to
Bids by 21.12.2009. P ROJ ECTS . be in full working order with the tranunning as it
would in normal traffic, it is impossible to allow on

(vii)) . Tender No. MS/RC/2009/23: Allowance (A). JERUSALEM. passengers before all the systems are thoroughly
for operating Automats for snacks at tried and tested. ,With room for 250 people in each
railvay stations. The contract is for 12 (i). SPEED-UP! From a press release car and a tram passing every five minutes, we can't
months with optional extensions of up toof 26.10.2009 by the Transport & Roads Safetyake any risk of things not workirgyoperly,” said
additional 24 months; Bids by 07.12.2009. Ministry: "The Minister met yesterday (25.10) with Fargues.

the President of Alstom, MrPatrick Kron, and Parisians, like their Jerusalem
(vii) . Tender No. RC/TN/05/09. Production, requested him to expedite works on the Red Lingounterparts, are currently suffering the congestion
Manufacture and Delivery of Timetables thus keeping the Company's commitment to finiswvoes that accompany the construction of a new
Bids by 23.12.2009. the project on schedule. Mr. Katz insisted oriram line. Paris is

X J ., S
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undergoing the construction of an extendiorits  Aside from the visitor's center, the project employ®\merican government that Israel stop building in
existing T3 line that circumvents the southern pafive section liaisons who have aféis along the the Jerusalem neighborhood of Gilo, on the
of the metropolis. Like Citypass in Jerusalemline, and whose sole job is to provide outreach tsouthern edge of the city. He said both issues are a
Regie Autonome des Transports Parisiens (RATPusinesses and the public. result of what he called thstuttering”policy of the

the line's operator, knows that pgoplg are anxious Throughout the years of construction,Netanyahu governmgnt, which he said ,neegs to
to see the work completed. ,But. itis |mp.0rtant.t%very section has someone they are familiar Witﬁ\gke clear‘to the.entlre World.t.hatJerusa.Iem is our
notg that what the residents get in return is not jugf, they can approach and know they wil receivé’n't?d capital, WI|| .not be divided and is not a

a rail line, but a complete renovation of the parts Oe{nswers from. These peogiave their fingers on subject for negotiations."

the city where the WOI’k‘S take place,” said RATF{he pulse of their sections and can find fast The Deputy Mayor suggested
spokeswoman Joel Assimon. solutions to any problems thatarise.  encouraging construction in all areas of the city

One of the most important things to The project also maintains a Web SiteWith grants and benefits, ,to help the world
make sure of is an open line of oumnl.catlon that is updated on a nearly daily basis, Whicﬁlnderstand thatwe are serious in purlnten.tlons,and
between the line's operator and the public, he Sa'grovides information to journalists and residentsthen they will stop interfering in our internal
,We knew that the works would cause problems fogO ther can see exactly how the construction iéélffairs."

people and drive them to complain and we Wanteygroceeding on a regular basis," Landreau said.

to make sure that they had an address to direct their (iv). APPITRACK FAREWELL. From a
i teeka As is the case in Jerusalem, digging up—= : press
anger and frustration... To do so we team 9919 UL ease of 30.12.2009 by City Pass: ,After three

of public relations experts who offered answers 1€ 2,008yearold CitY of Angers ur.1c0ver.ed a fair
the public's questions and make available real tim@'are of archaeological artifacts, including humal
updates on the progress of the works," he said. remains, but Landreau explained that unlike in th

years the Appitrack machine has completed its task
8f laying 80% of the tracks along the 13.8km, Red
. 0 .
. id th | d Israeli capital, they didn't let the discoveries hol e, Ia:n;OSt zot/;: of the. tra(i(oo/length.lf notw
. ASS|mo.n said the RATP 'aso m.a € SUr§ - ok consuction for long. .comr.J ete z.an egmammg 6 (mainly a
to inform the residents that despite their current ) junctions) will be carried out manually soon. The
suffeling, the tram would eventually lead to an ' :When we found an ancient tomb, Wemachine has now been sent back to France to carry
improved quality of life, reducing noise and airthought_'t belonged to a Ior.qtﬁeceased saint. We gyt similar tasks at other worldwide LRV
pollution, reducing traffic congestion andcalled in an archaeologist from the nearbyprojects.”
providing an invigorated facade to the city.university. He came by and determined it wasn't
Another initiative that the Paris operator undertoohe person we thought it was, so he took photos and
in i : ked tle spot and allowed us t d in thdBLTELAVIV.
was putting in place aystem of compensation for Markead tié Spot and aflowed us 1o proceed in th
local businesses whose turnover was reducdtPrks. It didn't take more than three days,” said
because of the construction work. According td-andreau. We figured that if we didn't go forward From a press release of 02.11.2009 by
RATP figures, of 360 affected businesses theith this project, in 15 years our city would bethe Finance Ministry: "The Stateappointed
were 246 requests for compensation. Of thogéead, congestion and pollution would make lifeauthority for implementing the Tel Aviv LRV/
requests, 169 were given payments and 77 wehdbearable and oaging population would not be Metro  project today invited the winning
rejected. Only five businesses sued the compa@p'e to move about freely. I believe the tram willconcessionaire group MTS for a special hearing
after being rejected. keep our city running for many years into theprior to a decision being taken as to whether to
future and with some luck and if oil prices keepcontinue the concession, due to the Group's

This sort of awareness to the(:Iimbing, we should be able to start seeing a profinability to fulfil the commitment. Back in

importance of public_ cooperation was also stressgﬂ 18 years," said Landreau December 2008 the MTS Group, comprising
during the tram project at Angers. There, the city Siemens Germany, Africa Israel, CCECC of
set up a specially designed visitors center to China, SDCC of Portugal and Egged of Israel had

provide immediate responses to any issues dfilPOLITICS. On 18.11.2009: Jerusalem Light een selected as the winning bidder. As a part of
concemns that residents have. The visitors cent&@il on Fast Track to Keep Capital United". By g9 ) P

: the concession contract, MTS was committed to
features an exhibit outlining the project's goals and2Vi Ben Gedalyahu. reaching financial closure with all financing
objectives, constantly updated information Jerusalem Deputy Mayor David Hadarifsctors

regarding the costs of construction and a timelingowed on Tuesday to derail Palestinian Authority
for completion. Theenter even features a lifize threats of an Arab boycott of the builder of thelarified by May 2008.

model of the train, so that people can familiarizeity's light rail system that reaches eastern However, so far, some 18 months later,
themselves with all its features. Jerusalem. MTS has not succeeded in completing the
The Angers line, like that of Jerusalem, Responding to PA declarations earlieffinancing arrangements despite the State's efforts

has experienced its share of setbacks and delays,the day, Hadari described the PA threat a9 @SSist. Recently all discussions between the
including a ballooned budget, but, as opposed tecandalous.” He stated, ,We will not allow the PA<:id‘es were frozen.due‘to the financial situation
the Jerusalem project, because it is a project paid interfere in such a crass way with the domesti¥Nich Africa Israel is facing; the last round of talks
for and operated by the local municipality therematters of Israein general, and of Jerusalem in€"ded when MTS requested a significant change in
seems to have been less friction and tension.  particular. | think the government must block thidh€ concession which would have meant a large

In Jerusalem, the city has little or no@tempt with all its means, and the city wil doPudget increase.

responsibility for the success of the project and {€/€rything possible to strengthen ties with the The aim of the hearing due to take
thus far lessriterested in or accountable for itscontractor:” place within a few weeks- is to reconsider the
results. In Angers, the mayor and his staff are The Palestinian Boycott, DivestmentdeCiSions including the possibility of cancelling the

involved in every aspect of the project, from theand Sanctions National Canittee said the light entire concession due to the concessssionaire's
color of the decals to the design of the bridge, andiil traverses ,occupied territory” and allegedly@ilure to raise the money. MTS will need to
as a result a far greater impetus to see the projagblates international law. PA officials said theyexplain how the financial coverage can be attained
move forward smathly. are trying to recruit Saudi Arabia and the Unitedif at a!l) in ashort time, as well as discussing other
In Angers, 1.5% of the $300 Million Arab Emirates, among other Arab countries, tgommitments
project budget was dedicated to public relationf0ycott the Frenchased firms Veolia and The participants will be, from the State:
and according to project manager Jacquéglstrom. The latter is also building a mddillion  the Finance Ministry's Accountaeneral Mr.
Landreau, it was money well spent. dollar project in Mecca. Shuki Oren; the Budgets Manager Mr. Udi Nissan;
Hadari drew a connection between thédnd the Transport and Roads Safety General
PA's attempted boycott and a request by thianager Mryaakov Gangt

X 1. s
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87:07

RISHON LE -TZION WEST AND YAVNEH WEST STA -
TIONS - AND THE SHORTEST RAILWAY LINE!

On 3rd. October 2009 Jeremy Topaz wrote:

A week ago, | passed the Rishon West station and saw these sleepers and ballast being spread on the road bed. This in itself is
peculiar as this is the middle of the new line from Tel Aviv to Yavne and Ashdod. It was ev en in the section from Rishon West to Yavne
which won't be opened until 2012. | thought the normal way to lay track on a new branch line is to start where it joins the e xisting line
and bring pre -assembled sections of track on flat cars. Here they are brin ging the sleepers and rails separately by lorry and
assembling them on site. But then | passed again on Wednesday and saw these three wagons standing on the short piece of track

that had been laid. They must also have been
brought by road and lowered onto the track by
crane. But why in the middle of the route? The
nearest existing line is 18 km away. And are they
going to bring a locomotive on a lorry? Perhaps
they plan to use horses, like they did before
George Stephenson.

Most of the road bed from Tel Avi v to Rishon West ;e %"““M*"'“ e
is ready except for the part between HaHagana
Station and Wolfson. Much is ready from Rishon
West to Yavne except some bridges and a few
sections.

You can see pictures on the Israel Rail way site
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!, Yavne new station
and rebuilt Yavne
East station
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